
"; ~IRKDAEE WEfiLINGTON POINT 

T he first new 
church t o be 
co m pleted 

in Australia bear
ing the name of 
Blessed Mary Mac
Killop, after her 
Beatification, was 
opened and dedi
cated on Friday 31 
March. 

It is for Birkdale, 
Thorneside, Welling ton 
Point pa ri sh, centred 
at Birkdale , on Br is
bane 's southern bay
side. 

Archbishop John 
Bathersby performed 
the ceremonies. 

The exci tement of 
parishioners of the 
young parish increased 
with the sudden app
earance of the shell of 
their new church bUild
ing earlier this year. 

The walls arose by 
means of the modern 
indus trial "til t-up" 
construction techni
ques, with the striking 

roof lines sparking 
great interest of people 
ill the surrounding dis
trict. 

The site and adjacent 
presbytery , on the cor
ner of Birdwood and 
Hardy Roads, were 
blessed late last year 
by Auxiliary Bishop 
James Cuskelly. MSC. 

Fr Luke Reed, Mary 
MacKillop Parish 
Priest , said the new 
church provided tre
mendous inspiration to 
a flourishing parish 
communi ty. 

The church would 
seat 400 in the main 
body of the building 
with a further 32 seats 
in the choir and the 
Eucharistic Chapel. 

On special occasions 
the seating capacity 
was capable of being 
expanded by a further 
308 to take a total cap
acity of 740. 

It was built by Rohrig 
Constructions Pty 
Limited of Chandler at 
a total cost of approxi
mately $880,000. 

----------------------~ 
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Fr Reed endorsed the 
commellts of Mr Roger 
Heathwood, the princi
pal architect for the 
projec t , who said the 
new church was 
designed to be , like 
Blessed Mary Mac
Killop, "strong, down
to-earth, honest and 
unpretentious, open 
and hospi table". 

He said the promi
nent raking parapets 
seen against the sky 
would be a strong sym
bol of the church in the 
community. 

The ribbed or corru
gated effect on the 
external walls was 
clesigned to be reminis
cent of the corrugated 
iron buildings and 
sheds which dotted the 
surrounding farmlands 
in previous years. 

"We wanted to carry 
forward some of that 
pioneering flavour into 
the present day, again 
in keeping wi th the pio
neering spirit of Mary 
MacKillop," Mr Heath
wood said . 

"The natural con
cre t e walls provide a 
strong and pleasing 
contrast with the car
pet and polished timber 
finishes in the interi 
or." 

Mr Heathwoocl said 
the extensive use of 
natural light entering 
the church from win
dows and skylights cre
ated a soft but brig'ht 
atmosphere within the 

The first Australian church to bear the name of the Blessed Mary MacKillop 
in its construction stage . .. designed to be like Mary: "strong, down-to

earth, honest and unpretentious, open and hospitable". 
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Designed for 
the liturgy 

Although it was a multipurpose space, the prime 
aim of the design of the new church was to "wrap a 
building around the liturgy and, in this sense, to 
make it truly functional". 

Mr Roger Heathwood of the architects 
Heathwood Cardillo Wilson Pty Ltd said the 
church was "one of Lhe most interesting" commis
sions the firm had received in 38 years of practice. 

"As architects known for buildings serving edu
ca tion, health and science we were newcomer to 
church design and welcomed the opportunity to 
engage our building design and technical skills in 
trus new challenge," he said. 

"Armed with enthusiasm and a fair degree of 
ignor ance, we relied entirely on the Church for 
Iiturgiclli advice and for determining the particu
lar needs of the parish. 

"FortUnately we were blessed with a wise, 
patient and tolerant parish building committee, 
whose advice and good judgment were always 
readily available. 

"Liturgical direction was provided by Fl' Tom 
Elich of the Liturgical CommiSSion and Parish 
Priest, Fr Luke Re d. 

''In addition, valuable as istance was received 
from the Archdiocesan Building CommHt.ee." 

Aiming at the multipurpose space wrapped 
around the liturgy, "we also wanted the building 
design t.o grow directly from the parish communi· 
ty as expressed through its building committee. 

"This involved the whole cOmmittee, particular
ly in t.he design phase, in many long but fruitful 
hours of discussion of each function and of each 
space slowly e,'olving the design that has now been 
built." 
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T he landscape desig'n of the new 
church incorporates dense 
stands of for est sheoaks planted 

in lines to form a Cross. 
It is envisaged that 

these stands will "seq
uentiaHy block and acc
entuate vistas to the 
church as one moves 
around it on the roads or 
footpaths. 

"The experience shou
ld be one of appearing 
and disappearing as the 
sheoaks 'rotate' around 
it," 'say the landscape 
architects, Greenspace , 
in their "design philoso
phy" for the church. 

"You may also be fam
iliar wi th the sigh and 
hush produced by the 
wind as it moves 
through this finely tex
tured tree as well as the 
myriad diamonds which 
cling to its needles fol
lowing rain. 

"A further useful char
acteristic of this tree is 
that it is self-mulching 
as it sheds a thick carpet 
of fine needles through
out the year." 

The firm said its prin
cipal objectives in des
igning the landscape 
setting for Mary Mac
Killop church have been 
to complement Heath
wood Cardillo Wilson's 
dramatic architectural 
design and enhance the 
church's role as the spir
itual focus of the par
ish's Catholic communi
ty. 

"It seems appropriate 
that the landscape 
should not seek to com
pete with the architec
ture but rather should 
influenue how the 
church is viewed by pro
viding backdrops, open
ing and closing vistas to 
the church and enhanc
ing the drama already 
present in the architec
tural forms. 

"In honour of Austra
lia 's first saint, it was 
decided to use all 
Australian native plants." 

Archbishop Bathersby holds the lectionary after blessing the Ambo. Fr John 

FitzHerbert holds the microphone with Sophie Wood, Helen Morley and Ron 


Weightman joining in the ceremony. 

In addition to the deme 

stands of sheoaks making 
a sig'n of the Cross, the 
landscape design inCOllJO
rated the following e1e
ments to achieve the objec
tives:• "Shade planting to the 
ear park featm'es the 
majestiC Queemland Blue 
Gum, a tall and striking 
tree which is a koala food 
tree. Our intention in 

the use of this species is 
to provide a tall back
drop to the church as 
viewed from the corner 
of Birdwood and Hardy 
Roads, which is the 
main approach to the 
site. 

• "The church is com
'

tufting Flax Lilies, 
which produce fine 
racemes of blue flowers 
followed by bright blue 
berries.The desig'n also 
features the use of the 

Illawarra Flame Tree in 
kl d tan open par an se

ting of easily main
~fortably nestled in low _~ ~_____=---_________--.:. t",al'c'·n~e'..'-d'c.'s l"",ashed grass." 
' ,---------------------

Friendly 
neighbours 

The Redlands "con
tinues to be encour
aged by your vibrant 
faith" said neighbour
ing parish of St Luke's, 
Capalaba, in a greeting 
t o Mary MacKiIlop 
parishioners on the 
occasion. 

"The Catholic Com
m unity of St Luke's 
sends greetings and 
good wishes t.o the 
Catholic Community of 
Blessed Mar y Mac
Killop. We will further 
lle enriched with t.he 
dedication of your 
place of wOI'ship. 

"We pray that the 
Spirit that inspired 
Mary MacKillop with 
energy and persever
ance for proclaiming 
the Gospel in a un
iquely Australian way 
will continue to invigo
rate your CODlDlllDity," 
the message said. 

"We ask that you 
accept a gift as our 
sharing in your good 
work. M ay God the 
F ather of OUI' L ord 
Jesus Christ send you 
Grace, peace and much 
happiness." 

- --------
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BIRKDALE · THORNESIDE· WELLINGTON POINT 

WEEKEND MA'SS T MES 

Members of the local community on their way to the blessing and official 

opening of their new church. SATURDAY:6PM 
SUNDAY:7AM &9PM 

I Parish Priest Fr Luke Reed 

On the Corner of Birdwood & Hardy Roads, 
Birkdale 

Phone: 822 2139 

This advertisement's cost was met by: 
frettwxx:l Crrdillo Wils:n Ft:y Ltd 

Ard:ri.tEcts, 'Itwl am. R::gLaBl PJ..arrErs, 

Jhteriar Il33i.gEr:s, If,draulics ClrsJlt::arJts 
Civic Cffitre, 66 Bay 'ICe Wynnum Bris1::Bre 4178 

Telephone (07) 393 5333 

Congratulations 
To the parishioners of Birkdale, Wellington Point. Thornlands 

and throughout the Redlands on your determination and 
faith which has manifested itself in the form of the 

MARY MacKILLOP 
CHURCH 

From 

The Catholic Leader 
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WE REPROU Glen Rohig, from 
Rohig Constructions, 
the company w hich 
built the Mary NJac
Killop Church, hands 
over the keys to Arch
bishop Bathersby . 
Looking on are Fr 
Paul Rooney, parish 
priest of Alexandra 
Hills, and Fr Luke 
Reed, Birkdale's Par
ish Priest . 

TO HAVE BEE 
ASSOCI~ ED WITH TH 

NEW MARY MACKILLOP 
CHURCH PROJECT 

And we wish the Parishioners of 
Mary MacKiliop God's blessing 
as you begin to enioy worship 

and fellowship in your new 
venue. 

ENG INEER ING 
TECHNOLOGY 
CONSULTRNTS ETC - ElECTRICAL 

QUEE NSLA ND PlY. LTD. ETC - Ll6HT IMA6E 
r-~--------------__I

ETC - MECHAN I CAL 

/ 
leuel 2, 67 Astor Terrace Spring Hill Qld. 
Ph: (07) 831 2072 FaK: (07) 832 6967 

LEROING EDGE TECHNOLOGY II INNOUR Tl UE DESIGN THRT PRYS 
-'===:-:======---======--:====-:--=--llP~e~o~p~le::....::allowed the Kin

~,,-

Archbishop Bathersby blessed the baptismal font and water and then water 
was taken from the font by Fr Luke Reed for the Ambo and the blessing of 

the walls of the church and the congregation. 

Reward for generOSity 
Mary MacKillop parish has been March 1992, when Fr McGeehan 

celebrating its Masses in Wellington arrived. 
Point State high school for more "All through this time the high 
than three years. school administration has been very 

At the start, monthly Masses were welcoming and accommodating in 
celebrated by Fr Charles Tomunasi providing a venue for the varied 
for parishioners of St Anthony 's, activities of our parish," Fr Luke 
Alexandra Hills, who lived in the Reed, the current Parish Priest, 

Precious communities 

Archbishop John Bat

hersby told Mary Mac
Killop, Birkdale, parish
ioners of communities 
"precious" to him. 

He said they were pre
cious because of "the 
kindness they have sho
wn me" and because 
they are communities of 
faith centred on Christ, 
communities of love 
that are a sign to the 
world around them of 
what life could be like if 
people lived together as 
caring and sharing peo
ple". 

These communities 
were "signs of what the 
world could be like if 

gdom of God to come in 
all its fullness", he said 
when blessing the young 
parish's first church. 

Archbishop Bathersby 
said that , because this 
was his "deepest desire", 
those communities est
ablished for that pur
pose "are extremely im
portant to me and very 
precious". 

"The fundamental me
aning ofChurch is gather
ing," he said. "Of all peo
ple, you here at Birkdale 
would not find that diffi
cuI t to understand 
because you have been 
gathering now for three 
years and doing so wi th
out your own church." 

Christ when He arrived 
certainly did not change 
the Jewish emphasis on 
community: "He gath
ered people into groups, 
wandering groups, as the 
Apostles were, or random 
groups, such as the publi
cans and prostitutes. 

"These groups g'ath
ered not in magnificent 
templ. But Archbishop 
Bathel'sby said this did 
not indicate that build
ings were unimportant. 
Gradually as the Chr
istian community grew 
it became necessary to 
have larger buildings to 
house it. And it was 
"only fitting" that such 
buildings were "con

structed in a beautiful 
manner so as to lift the 
minds and hearts of the 
people who gather in 
them for worship. 

"Here in this marvel
lous new Church of 
Mary MacKillop we 
remember again that 
what is of fundamental 
importance is not so 
much the quality of the 
church, but the quality 
of the community that 
gathers in it. Those 
aspects are not neces
sarily excl usive and 
here in Birkdale I be
lieve you have achieved 
both ." 

Quality is not hard 
to find... 

Quality need not be 

expenSIve... 

Simply call ... 

P.R.O. Kitchens to 
find out why. 

P.R.O. Kitchens 
Proud to have been associated with 
the New Mary MacKillop Church 

(07) 245 6055 
Showroom & factory: 

6 Veronica St Capalaba 
Open weekdays & Saturday Mornings 
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Birkdale, Thorneside and Welling- said. 
ton Point areas. On the last weekend at the school, 

Later that year the Archbishop 25-26 March, Fr Luke said the parish 
promulgated Mary MacKillop parish offered the school "our grateful 
and Fr Joe McGeehan was appointed thanks". 
first Parish Priest. A small gift as a token of the 

Regular weekend Masses at the parish's appreciation would be sent 
hig'h school beg'an in the middle of to the school, he said. 

----~--



DDnations 
large and 

small 
Parishes, Orders and 

individuals throughout 
Brisbane archdiocese 
gave donations, large 
and small , to help the 
building of Mary Mac
Killop parish church. 

One, from the estate 
of Mrs Jessie McGregor, 
which helped to "put 
things in place sooner 
than was hoped", is 
remembered in the J es
sie McGregor Garden. 

Fr Luke Reed , the 
Parish Priest, said one 
donation "will ensure 
that the word of God 
continues to be heard by
Catholics in Birkdale·'. 
It bought sound equipment. 

Landscape Architects 
for the new 

Mary MacKillop 
Church at Birkdale. 

SITE PLANNERS URBAN DESIGNERS 
LANDS(APE ARCHITECTS 

Donations came from 
the parishes of Mary
borough, Surfers Paradise, 
Sunnybank, Loganholme, 
Upper Mount Gravatt, 
Alexandra Hills, Capalaba, 
Cleveland, Manly, Wynn
um, Bulimba, Mount 
Carmel Coorparoo, St 
James's Coorparoo, Coor
paroo Heig'hts, Mount 
Gravatt, Camp Hill, Wish
art and Carina. Retired 
Presentation Sisters at 
Manly, Carmelite Nuns 
and Oblate Fathers at 

Ron Pokarier, Chairman of the Parish Building Committee expresses his 
thanks to everyone involved with the building of the church. Listening in 
are Fr Paul Rooney, Parish priest afAlexander Hills, Fr Joe McGeehan, 
founding parish priest of Birkdale and now at Gympie, and Archbishop 

35 FU N BOURNE ROAD WELLINGTON POINT 
QUEENSLAND 4160 AUST RA LIA 

FAX 61 7 20 75947 MOBILE 018 872 31 4 
TEL 61 1 201 2014 
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Lindum, also gave, John Bathersby. 

The new Mary MacK illop Church as seen from the front. 

Unified images 

"Seen from a distance, the church 

presents a variety of images unified 
by a limited palette of materials and 
COlours," according to Ml' Roger 
Heathwood, the principal architect of 
the project. 

It also presented "a strongly g'eo
metrical silhouette, culminating in 
the rooflantern IO.7m above the altar. 

"From the north the building is 
shaded and open. Passers-by can see 
over a low mound clear into the main 
space. 

"By contrast, the west is buffered, 
fortress-like against summer after
noon sun and cold winter winds. On 
the south and east, tall windows col
lect light to flood the interior." 

Mr Heathwood said the external 
walls mirrored the roof sheeting 
against which the concrete walls were 
cast and recalled the agricultural 
buildings once common in the area. 

Internally the walls had been grit
blasted to a rough texture, revealing 
the native stone and sand from which 
they were made. 

"The assembly area is approached 
through wide portals leading from a 
generous, welcoming gathering 
place ," Mr Heathwood said. 

"On entering the main space the 
apparent complexity of the exterior is 

resolved into a simple fan shape, 
focused on the altar, ambo (lectern) 
and presidential chair, brightly lit 
from above and from an unseen light 
source. 

"To assist visual contact between 
priest and people, this area is raised 
two steps above the main floor." 

Mr Heathwood said the altar space 
was set against an 18.45-tonne raw 
concrete backgTound on which was 
mounted a plain timber Cross bearing 
a gold spiral ring at its centre. 

"To the right of the altar is the bap
tistry and an alcove housing the 
Shrine of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Left of the al tar is the choir and musi
cians' space and behind that the 
working sacristy." he said. 

"A wide veranda on the north links 
the Eucharistic Chapel and Recon
ciliation Chapel. 

"West of the entrance is the vesting 
sacristy and service block housing 
stores, toilets and a kitchen which 
opens to the gathering place." 

Mr Heathwood said that among the 
many pages of briefing were the 
words, the guiding principle is genuine
ness. This "provided a touchstone for 
assessing ideas throughout the pro
ject anci a characteristic linking it 
with Blessed Mary MacKillop". 

A.C.N. 050 412 185 

We are delighted to have been selected as 

Pri cipa Contractor 

for the construction of the 

Mary MacKillop 

Catholic Church 


Rohrig Constructions Pty Ltd 

595 London Rd, Chandler. 


Ph (07) 2451566 
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