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The message of Easter is first communicated by the empty tomb. Mary Magdalene finds the tomb empty and 

runs to the apostles to tell them her astonishing news. Only in St John’s account are the apostles directly 

involved in finding that the tomb was empty, though neither Jesus nor an angel gave them any guidance 

about what it meant. The Beloved Disciple was beside Peter to see the discarded burial cloths within the 

tomb, and he at once realised what this meant: that Jesus had risen from the dead! That emptiness was 

actually the first symbol of our new life….   

On Easter morning, the stone was rolled away. Are our hearts like a tomb awaiting new life? Is anything 

holding us back from renewal of spirit. As pope Francis says, “we are called to be people of joyful hope, not 

prophets of doom. Through the resurrection of Jesus, we get an infusion of hope and joy, and an invitation to 

share them by our way of living”. So we need to live with that confidence — with that powerful hope. Christ is 

risen and we will rise with Him! This is our Easter joy because we have the certainty of the Resurrection of 

Our Lord Jesus Christ and that gives us hope:  the hope of eternal life. 

So, whatever it is that worries us or is a burden for us at this time, if we trust in Jesus, if we follow Him, if we 

ask for His help, He is always there for each one of us. We are assured of this because He is alive! We may 

be physically isolated but not separated. We are united as the body of Christ. We are the Church. We are 

united in spirit. Even though we cannot celebrate Easter together this year we can follow the time and 

ceremonies that will be available from the Cathedral and Churches on line. I especially encourage families to 

watch the ceremonies together. While this situation continues, I will continue to pray and offer the Mass each 

day.  

I wish all of you and your families Easter blessings!  May the Risen Christ bless you. Happy EasterHappy EasterHappy EasterHappy Easter…! 
Blessings, 

Fr. Dantus Thottathil. 

This Week’s Readings:  

First Reading: Acts 10:34, 37-4 – We have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection from the dead. 
 

Psalm Response:   This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
 

Second Reading: Col 3:1-4 – Look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Christ has become our paschal sacrifice;  
Let us feast with joy in the Lord. 
 

Gospel: John 20:1-9– The teaching of scripture is that he must rise from the dead.  
Next week’s Readings        First:   Acts 2:42-47               Second:   1 Pet 1:3-9               Gospel:   John 20:19-31 

Mass Times: Weekend Masses Cancelled until further notice  
Reconciliation: Cancelled until further notice 
Parish Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9am 
to 1pm.  
Wednesday Closed.  
Parish Council Members: Chris Mahoney, Therese Evans, Cathy 
McGrath, Lorraine Kumar, John Spillane 

A VOCATION VIEW:  
 

You have been given new life in Christ.  
Forsake earthly materialism,  
in order to live life to the full. 

Vocation Brisbane. P: (07) 3336 9392 E: vocation@bne.catholic.net.au 

Pastor: Fr Dantus Thottathil  thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au  
Associate Pastor: Fr Prem Rethnamony 
12 Hardy Rd, Birkdale Q 4159    ℡ 3822 2139   Fax 3822 4060. 
birkmmack@bne.catholic.net.au 
www.stmarymackillopparish.org.au 
Emergency Contact: 3207 4566 
Safeguarding Officer: Lisa Knight ℡ 3822 2139    
STOPLINE Contact: AOB@stopline.com.au 

Parish Primary School 
Principal: Mr John Spillane 
10 Hardy Rd, Birkdale Q 4159 
℡ 3822 5500   Fax 3822 5690 
pbirkdale@bne.catholic.edu.au  
www.marymackillop.qld.edu.au  
 

Saint Mary MacKillop Catholic Parish 
Birkdale · Thorneside · Wellington Point 

(This Parish is Child Safety Aware and also complies with Australian Privacy Laws)  
 

QUOTE OF THE DAY: 

 

“When you know how “When you know how “When you know how “When you know how 

much much much much     

God is in love with you, God is in love with you, God is in love with you, God is in love with you,     

then you can only live then you can only live then you can only live then you can only live 

your lifeyour lifeyour lifeyour life    

    radiating that love”    radiating that love”    radiating that love”    radiating that love”        

   St. St. St. St. Mother TeresaMother TeresaMother TeresaMother Teresa 



Please be mindful of our sick & all who care for them: Pat and Jack Cochrane, Kevin Kranz, Patricia Briscoe, Alicia Black, Tessa Gorogo, Mick Gauci, Paul 
McKean, Geoffrey Whall, Kevin Harrop, Judy Mullan, Charles Lilley, Ann Brown, Sally Legarda, Gemma Paxman, James Thomas, Cindy Cummins, John 
Bacon, Winifred Linton, Jodie Bromiley, Casey Whitby, Trish Swan, Ian Splatt, Jan Hurst, Steven West, Ava Loda, Joan Thorpe, Patricia Haines, Belinda 
Wheeler, Cely Salisbury, The Bade Family, Carol Parker, Brian Crimmins, Brian Johnston, Medi Camelli, Hazel Foster, Dan Mullan, Stana Matic, Page 
Brosnan, Dot Abrahams, Amelia Ramsay, Jeanette Moore, Nola Murphy, Christiana Becker, Cathy Leane, Pauline McNamee, Pat Crimmins, Gina Mather.  
May God embrace all who have recently died: Mildred Ball-Wilson, John Mills. 

Anniversaries & Remembrances April: Raffaele Topatigh, Les Richards, Unis Eather, Mark Fallon, Jim Fagan, Peter Swart, Graham Smith, Toribia Reyes, 
Rosemary Marr, Maureen McCarthy, Johanna Jorna, Marilyn McDonald, Maria Andrews, Margaret Schleehauf, Catherine Chambers, Theresa Gormley, Pat 
Gormley, John Gormley, Malcolm Simpson, Catherine and John Gablonski, Pat McGowan, Neville Hume, David Foley, Ian Swann, Daphne Leighton, Maria 
Poloniato, Kevin Moore, James Maxwell, Sam Sciacca, Brian Lane, Mick & Livia Cencig, Daisy Johnson, Maurice Pye, Sidney Ahrens, Ian Stuart, Ralph 
Webster, Tony Morrissey, Vivian and Rodello Cabigquez, James Leonard, Aldo Bandiero, Ismael Padilla, John Henry, George Montgomery, Georgia Higgins, 
Eugenia De Monte, Fred Hudson, Ian Stuart, Ross Prove, Aurora Tan, Doug Risson, Irene Gall, Harry Elliott, Dennis Davey, Helen Sherrin, Jim Maclean, 
Patricia Stuart, Georgette Ferre, Alan McGrath, John Beers. Please record any further names in the Anniversaries & Remembrance Diary at the Welcome Desk 

 

Church Building Closed Following on from the Federal Government’s decision to limit non-essential gatherings, all Catholic 
Churches within the Archdiocese of Brisbane are closed effective Monday 23 March, until further notice. Masses and individual 
prayer within the Church have been suspended (all the faithful are dispensed from the Sunday obligation), however we invite 
you to join us to celebrate your faith with your community, from home. 
•Watch Mass online 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and 10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw  
•Read the latest news from the Catholic Leader at www.catholicleader.com.au  
•Sign up for regular emails, including two-minute homilies and daily readings at www.archbne.org/dwlk 
•Get the latest social media updates at www.facebook.com/archbne and on Instagram @archbne  
Keep in touch with your parish. We are here to support you. If you or someone you know needs pastoral care, help to stay 
connected with the parish community or more information about sacraments please contact the parish office. If you regularly make a 
weekly contribution to the running of the Church on the collection plate and you are able to keep making your contributions without 
causing you any financial hardship, please contact the Parish Office to discuss the options available to continue your support.  
Our planned giving bank account details for direct deposits are as follows:  
BSB: 064 786 Account No:  100017027 Account name: Birkdale Parish Planned Giving 
Kindly reference your deposit with your surname and your planned giving number/envelope number if you have one. 
Parish Office – will remain open on Tuesdays and Fridays (excluding Public Holidays) between 9:00am and 1:00pm until 
further notice. The preferred contact method is by phone 3822 2139 or email birkmmack@bne.catholic.net.au. If you require a priest 
IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY ONLY please phone 3396 0742 
CELEBRATION TIMES FOR EASTER – (ALL WILL BE CELEBRATED WITHOUT A CONGREGATION. YOU ARE 
ENCOURAGED TO PRAYERFULLY UNITE FROM YOUR OWN HOME DURING THESE TIMES) 
Holy Thursday 9

th
 April: 7:00pm Mass  

Good Friday 10
th 

April: 2:30pm Stations of the Cross and Good Friday Service 

Holy Saturday 11
h
 April: 6:00pm Easter Vigil 

Easter Sunday 12
th
 April: 8:00am Mass 

Happy Easter from all at Caritas Australia! Thank you for supporting us this year as we demonstrate how love and compassion 
for our global community can transform lives. You can donate, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion  
 

PALM SUNDAY 
First Reading 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: You must have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of 
Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, and because God was with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing all who had fallen into the power 
of the devil.' Now I, and those with me, can witness to everything he did throughout the countryside of Judaea and in 
Jerusalem itself: and also to the fact that they killed him by hanging him on a tree, yet three days afterwards God raised him 
to life and allowed him to be seen, not by the whole people but only by certain witnesses God had chosen beforehand. Now 
we are those witnesses - we have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection from the dead - and he has ordered us to 
proclaim this to his people and to tell them that God has appointed him to judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to him that all 
the prophets bear this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will have their sins forgiven through his name.' 
 

Second Reading 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 
Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you must look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is, 
sitting at God's right hand. Let your thoughts be on heavenly things, not on the things that are on the earth, because you 
have died, and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in God. But when Christ is revealed - and he is your life - you too 
will be revealed in all your glory with him. 
 

Gospel 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
It was very early on the first day of the week and still dark, when Mary of Magdala came to the tomb. She saw that the 
stone had been moved away from the tomb and came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved. 
'They have taken the Lord out of the tomb' she said 'and we don't know where they have put him.' 
So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb. They ran together, but the other disciple, running faster than 
Peter, reached the tomb first; he bent down and saw the linen cloths lying on the ground, but did not go in. Simon Peter 
who was following now came up, went right into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on the ground, and also the cloth that had 
been over his head; this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple who had 
reached the tomb first also went in; he saw and he believed. Till this moment they had failed to understand the teaching of 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 


